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running within the European Patent Office, applied to all European patent applications filed as 
first filing and searched on or after 01 .07.03. Under this project the EPO issues together with 
the search report an opinion on whether the application and the invention to which it relates 
meet the requirements of the EPC. This non-binding opinion is issued free of charge as a 
service. This opinion may be used as the basis for an informed decision as to whether it is 
desired to pursue the application further or not. 



For further details of this pilot project, the applicanf s attention is directed to the Official 
Journal edition 5/2003. If any further immediate questions or comments arise the EPO 
Customer Services: +31-70-340 4500 or +49-89-2399 2828 can be contacted. 



The examination has revealed that the application and the invention to which it relates 
meet the requirements of the Convention. 

If the applicant wishes to continue with this application, the examination fee must be paid. 
The communication under Rule 51 (4) EPC will then be issued promptly unless a final topping- 
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Article 54(3) EPC or the assigned examining division disagrees with the positive opinion. 

If the examination fee has already been paid and the right to the communication under Article 
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after the filing date reveals new prior art under Article 54(3) EPC or the assigned examining 
division disagrees with the positive opinion. 



EPO Perm 1702 07.03C$X 




European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 03 38 8055 



DOCUMENTS GONSiPERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with Indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnLCI.7) 



D.A 



WITTKOP, T AND HOHMANN, V.: 
"Strategy-selective noise reduction for 
binaural digital hearing aids" 
SPEECH COMMUNICATION, 
vol. 39, January 2003 (2003-01), pages 
111-138, XP002266432 

* page 111 - page 125; figure 8 * 

* page 136 - page 137 * 

WITTKOP T ET AL: "SPEECH PROCESSING FOR 
HEARING AIDS: NOISE REDUCTION MOTIVATED BY 
MODELS OF BINAURAL INTERACTION" 
ACTA ACUSTICA, EDITIONS DE PHYSIQUE. LES 
ULIS CEDEX, FR, 

vol. 83, no. 4, 1997, pages 684-699, 
XP000884158 

* abstract; figure 6 * 

US 6 430 528 Bl (RICKARD SCOTT T ET AL) 
6 August 2002 (2002-08-06) 

* abstract * 

* column 6, line 49 - column 7, line 7; 
figure 3 * 

EP 1 326 478 A (PHONAK AG) 
9 July 2003 (2003-07-09) 

* abstract * 

* column 22, line 11 - column 24, line 57 



1.3 



H04R25/00 
G10L21/02 
H04R3/00 



1,3 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (Int.CI,?) 



H04R 
GIOL 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



Place of March 

MUNICH 



Date of completion ot the search 

9 January 2004 



Examinof 

Gerken, S 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : pantcularly relevant If taken alone 

Y : particularly relevant II combined witti another 

document o( the same category 
A : technologicaJ bacicground 
O : non-written disclosure 
P : intermediate document 



T : theory or principle underlying the invention 
£ : earlier patent docunnent. but published on or 

after t he friing date 
D : document cited In the application 
L : document cited for other reasons 

& : member ol the same patent family, corresfwnding 
document 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 03 38 8055 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained In the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information, 

09-01-2004 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 6430528 



61 



06-08-2002 NONE 



EP 1326478 



09-^07-2003 EP 



1326478 A2 



09-07-2003 



8^ 

m For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



